HILLCREST COMMUNITY GARDEN 2025

Hillcrest Community Garden is made available by Hillcrest United Church as a community outreach
program to enable gardeners to produce fresh, healthy food, reduce food costs, socialize with
fellow gardeners, and promote physical, mental, and spiritual wellness through connection to the
land.

The garden is organized, managed, limed, manured, cultivated and the grass trimmed by volunteers
of Hillcrest United Church.

A garden committee (Lenore & Roger Andrew, Rev. Timothy, Melissa Mullen, Edgar Dewar, and
Kathleen MacNearney ) plans for the gardening season and members assist as needed. Rev.
Timothy most helpfully provides guidance and support.

In the peaceful setting east of the church, twenty-seven households and three organizations

(Down East Food Collective, Meals on Wheels, and Inclusions East) had garden plots producing
an abundant harvest. Flowers in the plots cheerfully added colorful beauty to the area. Four
gardeners grew rhubarb and five gardeners grew garlic.

Sandy Rae Farms (the MacKinnon family) spread manure on the two large gardens and Roger &
Lenore spread manure on the smallest garden. Edgar Dewar rototilled the garden areas. Lynda
Annear kept the grass cut and the garden area neatly trimmed. After manure application and tilling
the garden, committee and others tidied the edges of the gardens and marked the plots. Soil pH is
maintained in a good range for vegetable growth. Edgar Dewar made repairs to the metal shed
doors allowing easy access.

A gardener meet-and-greet and information-sharing meeting in early May was well attended. All
gardeners sign a Gardener Agreement. There is no charge, but donations are accepted. Under
the umbrella of Hillcrest S&T, Edgar Dewar applied to the Town of Three Rivers for assistance

in funding an underground water line from the church building to the garden. Edgar, with
assistance from others, also installed an under-the-sod water line for much of the length of the
garden with uprights and shut-off taps to facilitate easier garden watering.

Signs were designed and installed to indicate that the garden plots are private, and the produce
belongs to individual gardeners. Gardeners are encouraged to donate extra produce to worthy
community causes including the new ‘sharing table’ at Hillcrest.

Although it was a dry summer the gardens flourished. Overall, there were few insect or disease
issues. It is encouraging to see several gardeners extending the use of their plots well into the fall.

Hillcrest Community Garden continues to be an appreciated community outreach program.

Submitted by HCG Garden quardians, Lenore andd Roger Andrew



