
HILLCREST UNITED CHURCH MUSIC PROGRAM REPORT – 2025  

As we begin the new year, we look back with thankfulness for the many folks who 

shared music at Hillcrest throughout 2025 in regular worship, plus special services and 

concerts.  

On December 21st, our Senior Choir presented “A Ceremony of Lessons and Carols” 

Christmas Cantata with expressive readings by Dave McNearney and Sherren 

MacKinnon and Sara White accompanying us on the piano.  With 20 regular members 

and 6 guests, we filled the sanctuary with arrangements of old and new carols bringing 

the Christmas story to life in word and song.   

Senior Choir members lead our worship music at 52 Sunday services each year and 

we appreciate added voices who join us for funeral services and other important 

events.  Senior Choir also provides “back up” support when Youth Choir sings in 

church.   

Our 13 voice Youth Choir last spring sang monthly at Hillcrest plus in the Music Festival 

both at Kings County and at Provincial Finals where they were presented with a special 

award for youth choir! This past fall brought us 8 youth singers from 5 families who 

have enriched our worship on many occasions.  Our December 14th White Gift service 

featured 5 anthems and a delightful Christmas play.   

It is a joy to have Senior and Youth Choirs join forces for special times: Easter worship 

on April 20th, Hillcrest’s 54th Anniversary on October 26th, and Christmas Eve worship 

with the choir loft and church pews full of folks of all ages. With anthems by SC, YC, 

Combined Choirs, the Sibbick Sibling Singers and Andrea White’s annual “O Holy 

Night”, we were blessed to have so many folks musically leading the way.   

Our annual FEAST of MUSIC concert on June 1st was a welcome “treat” with both our 

choirs and the Sibbick Singers sharing some of their favourite songs along with “A 

Joyful Sound” community choir led by Christie Beck. The appreciative audience joined 

us singing familiar hymns and we thank our UCW friends for providing a light lunch. A 

variety of other concerts happened throughout 2025 – Music Festival youth recitals, 

Festival Awards’ Performers,  Amabile Choir Concert, A Joyful Sound Christmas 

concert and our summer “FAMILY and FRIENDS” showcase of talented Hillcrest and 

other musicians.  

The joyous 100th United Church of Canada Anniversary was celebrated by all eastern 

United Churches at Hillcrest on June 10th. After a variety of activities and food were 

shared, we welcomed 55 singers to our choir loft to lead the hymns at worship and join 

in the anthem “Amazing Grace”.   

The “Close to the Ground” summer series was a weekly “hit” again this year with 

concerts every  



Thursday during the months of July, August and September. A big THANK YOU to all 

the  

Hillcrest helpers.   

Instrumentally, we are blessed to have Sara providing piano accompaniments - Milton 

Ingalls playing piano and organ; Mary MacLean adding flute descants; Jim Dickson on 

classical guitar, Rev. Timothy on piano, guitar, and accordion; and Elizabeth Wisnicki 

on harp and piano for a variety of special times.   

During the summer of 2025, we were pleased to have a variety of folks making music 

for worship each Sunday: Sara and Andrea White, Garth Steeves and Milton Ingalls, 

Sandra Alward, Matilda and Robin Brothers, David Sibbick, Ashlyn and Felix 

MacDonald, Lynda Annear, Angela Palmer and Charlie Hart, Hazel Sibbick, Elora 

Wood, William VanSchuppen, Colton Matheson and Sibbick Sibling Singers.  

As Hillcrest Music Director, I give thanks for the wonderful people with whom I have 

the privilege to work – our talented minister, Timothy, plus generous singers, 

instrumentalists, guest musicians, speakers and all who help weave the services we 

create each week and the concerts that enrich our lives.   

Respectfully submitted, Anne White – Hillcrest Music Director   

 


