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Sunday January 11, 2026  
** Congregation read the Bold print ** 

White liturgical color symbolizes purity, innocence, joy,  
and glory; used during significant celebrations  

in the Christian calendar. 

We Gather as God’s PeoPle 

Prelude “Little Litanies of Jesus” G. Grovlez  

“Jesus, Lord, We Look to Thee” arr. Cindy Berry 

“Pavanesque in F Major” Eric H. Thiman 

Introit  VU #87  Refrain and verse 1 
I am the light of the world! 
You people come and follow me! 
If you follow and love you’ll learn the mystery 
Of what you were meant to do and be. 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 
When the kings and the shepherds  
          have found their way home, 
The work of Christmas is begun. (refrain)  

Welcome & Acknowledgement 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 Candlelighter: Rhonda Jackson     

Call to Worship 
Come to the water, all who are thirsty! 
Let us drink deeply of the life-giving stream. 
Come to the water, all who are hurt! 
Let us cool our skin in the healing spring. 
Come to the water, all who regret! 
Let us wash ourselves in the waters of forgiveness. 
Come to the water, all who are lonely! 
Let us gather at the font, where a new community is born. 

Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
God our Creator, Ocean-Depth of grace and love, we thank 
you that, by water and spirit, you have made us one family with 
Jesus. As we worship you today, let us hear your voice, as 
crowds once heard it at the Jordan River. As you marked Jesus 
for his mission and named him your beloved son, renew our 



purposes today, and show us all who we really are, in Christ 
our Saviour, who taught us to pray: Our Father, who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Baptismal Hymn MV 157  “I Am a Child of God” 

The Sacrament of Baptism 

Presentation of Candidates 
Josie Mae Donahoe, daughter of Patrick & Emily Donahoe 
Cooper James Coates, son of Cody & MaKayla Coates 

Promises of the Parents 
Do you believe in God, who has created and is creating, who 
has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and 
make new, and who works in us and by others by the Spirit? 

Response: I do, by the grace of God. 

Desiring the freedom of new life in Christ, do you seek to resist 
evil and to live in love and justice? 

Response: I do, God being my helper. 

Will you proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, in your words and 
actions? 

Response: I will, God being my helper. 

Will you join with your brothers and sisters in this community of 
faith to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in 
creation, and to love and serve others? 

Response: I will, God being my helper. 

Promises of Family & Friends 
Recognizing that many persons nurture and influence the life of 
a child, will you support Josie, Cooper and their parents as they 
grow in faith and love? 

Response: I will, God being my helper. 

Promises of the Congregation (*Please stand as able) 



Jesus Christ calls us to make disciples of all nations and to 
offer God’s gift of grace in baptism. Do you, who witness and 
celebrate this sacrament, promise your love, support, and care 
to these children about to be baptized, as they live and grow in 
Christ? 

Response: We do, by the grace of God. 

Affirmation of Faith “A New Creed” 
We are not alone, 
    we live in God’s world. 
 We believe in God: 
    who has created and is creating, 
    who has come in Jesus, 
       the Word made flesh, 
       to reconcile and make new, 
    who works in us and others 
       by the Spirit. 
We trust in God.  
We are called to be the Church: 
    to celebrate God’s presence, 
    to live with respect in Creation, 
    to love and serve others, 
    to seek justice and resist evil, 
    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
       our judge and our hope. 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
    God is with us. 
We are not alone. 
    Thanks be to God. 

Blessing of the Water 

The Act of Baptism 

Presentation of Bible and Candle 

Prayer after Baptism 

Presentation of New Christians to the Congregation 

Children’s Hymn VU # 400     
 “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”    
 1) praying 2) singing 3) praising   

Children’s Time 



Children’s Prayer  

Good News      
We celebrate you,  in all that you do,   
We love you; God bless you.  We celebrate you.  

Passing of the Peace 

(Children may go to Sunday School.) 

Musical Offering by Ila Matheson    
 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” Praetorius 

We listen for God’s Word 

Prayer of Illumination  
Holy Spirit, who hovered over the Jordan River and 
descended upon Jesus as a dove, come down upon us 
today. Cleanse, refresh, and inspire us through these 
words of Scripture. Amen. 

Scripture Readings   
Isaiah 42:1-9  Reader: Carol Blum 
Psalm 29 (VU # 756) 
Matthew 3:13-17 

The Gloria Patri – Music by Alan Coffin 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Spirit as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be. World without end. Amen. 

Musical Offering led by Ila Matheson    
 “Let There Be Peace On Earth”     
  by Sy Miller and Jill Jackson 

Sermon  

We resPond to God’s Word 

Hymn VU # 100 “When Jesus Comes to Be Baptized” 

Minute for Mission Reader: Helen Lockerby  
 ‘Good Food, Good Futures’ 

Invitation to Offering  

Offering Dedication   based on VU # 299 
Teach me, God, to serve you as I live my days, 
Share with others in so many ways, 



Praise to you be given, love for you be lived, 
Life be celebrated, joy you give. 

Offering Prayer 

Pastoral Prayer  

Life & Work of the Church    

Closing Hymn VU # 530  “All Beautiful the March of Days” 

Benediction  

Closing Blessing VU # 661 – verse 3 
Answer my prayer, Lord Jesus;  
Teach me to walk in your way. 
Answer my prayer, Lord Jesus;  
Answer my prayer today. 
Give me the peace and joy  
That only you can give. 
Answer my prayer, Lord Jesus;  
Give me a song to sing. 

Postlude: “Postlude in D Major” Healey Willan 
------------------------------------------- 

We extend a warm welcome to guests visiting with us today. Please 
join us for coffee after church. 

Life and Work of the Church 

Office Hours are Mon. through Thurs. 9 a.m. to noon.  

Clergy Visiting - Please let the office know if anyone in hospital, long-
term care or at home requires a visit. If you are requiring Pastoral 
Care, please call Timothy at the office or 905-269-7381 or 
minister_hillcrest@outlook.com 
Puzzle Exchange – check out the beautiful puzzles on our Puzzle 
Shelves by the offices. Please feel free to take one, leave one and/or 
borrow one. 
Lost & Found – the box is overflowing – please take a look to see if you 
have left something behind – it is probably there. It is located at the back 
door of the church. 
Fundscrip Shopping Cards are available in the office. If we do not have 
what you need, they can probably be ordered. A terrific fundraiser for the 
church. 
Bulletin Memorials are available for Feb. 8 and all Sundays in March. 
Suggested price is $25.  



Annual General Meetings are coming up in February so please send in 
your Annual reports to Nancy by Thurs. Jan. 22 in preparation of these 
meetings. 

THANK-YOU/Good news 
-thank you to Ila for leading our music today. We appreciate having 

you and your lovely singing in our choir! 
-thank you to those who helped “undecorate” on Thursday 

This week at hillcrest 

Sunday 

12:15 Bible Study on the theme  “I have called you by your 
name.” We will continue exploring stories of God’s call from both the 
Old and New Testaments, as they speak to our own experiences of 
vocation. All are welcome. 
Tuesday  
9:30 am Worship Committee Meeting 
1:00 pm UCW welcomes previous and new members to join us for 

worship by Mary, lunch by Anne with program – “armchair travelog” by 
Helen. Roll Call may be answered by sharing intentions for 2026.  
Wednesday 
2-4 pm Bridge group – New and experienced players welcome. For 
more information, call Sandra at 388-8844. 
7 pm Senior Choir invites you to join this great group. Call or text 
Anne 838-2681 or just come along. 
Thursday  
9:30 am Men's Meditation Group meets in the Shaffelburg Room at 
for a time of contemplative conversation. All welcome. 
7:00 pm Stewards & Trustees Meeting 

 
Friday 
Knitting/Craft Group – all welcome with your knitting, crocheting,  
sewing or other crafts at 10:00 or just come along for some friendship, 
coffee and conversation. 
Sunday 
Youth Choir Practice – at 10:00. New youth are most welcome to join.  
Contact Anne 838-2681 or just join us. 
Bible Study ~ will resume after church  



Upcoming  

Toe Tapping Ceilidh ~ Do not miss: A Toe Tapping Ceilidh at the 
Lower Montague Women’s Institute Hall, TODAY at 2 pm.  Featuring 
Mary Lou MacLure, Emmett DeCoursey, Marie MacIntyre with 
special first-time appearance at the LMWI Hall of the  “The Red 
House Band”. Admission by donation, 50/50, Biscuits and Jam.  
Session Elections will be held on Sunday January 18 and 25. Be 
sure to get your ballots at the door and vote for the new Session 
members. Thank you for taking the time to do this. 
Session Meeting will be held on January 20 at 7 pm. 
Book Club will be held on January 21 at 10 am. 

 
UPCOMING ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS 

 
Montague Pastoral Charge AGM will be held, at Hillcrest, 
 after church on Feb. 1, 2026. 
Hillcrest AMG will be held, after church, on Sun. Feb. 8, 2026. 
 
 
CNIB News ~ they will be hosting a Montague walking group on 
Mondays beginning Jan. 5 from 3:30-5 on the upper track of the 
Montague Wellness Center. Tea to follow the walk. There is also a 
Moncton Bus Trip on Jan. 22 for shopping & a pizza party. For more 
information contact CNIB office at 782-377-1386. 

 

Hillcrest Community  Luncheon 
January 22, 2026 

11:30-1:00 
Soup, sandwich and a treat 

       
Come for lunch, a game or two and a chat  

with new and old friends 
 

 

 


