Montague Pastoral Charge

Sunday January 25, 2026
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Clergy: Rev. Timothy Wisnicki BSc. MDiv.
Minister Emeritus: Rev. Sheila Mallory
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Sunday January 25, 2026
** Congregation read the Bold print **
Green liturgical season is ‘Ordinary Time’, symbolising hope,
life and growth.

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE

Prelude “Following Jesus” Medley by Milton Ingalls

- “He Leadeth Me” (Gilmore & Bradbury)

- “Where He Leads Me, | Will Follow” (Blandly & Norris)

- “Saviour, Like A Shepherd Lead Us” (Thrupp & Bradbury)
- “Lead Me, Lord” (Wesley)

- “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” (Dorsey & Allen)

Introit VU #625 ‘I Feel the Winds of God’ v. 1
| feel the winds of God today, today my sail | lift,
though heavy oft with drenching spray
and torn with many a rift.
If hope but light the water’s crest,
and Christ my bark will use,
I’'ll seek the seas at his behest, and brave another cruise.

Welcome & Acknowledgement

Lighting of the Christ Candle

Candlelighter: Heather MacPherson
Jesus is the Light that cannot be extinguished. He illuminates
our path and opens our eyes. His light gives life to all who
follow Him. Let us step into that light with joy and worship the
Light of the world.

Opening Hymn VU #562 “Jesus Calls Us”

Call to Worship

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.
Worship the Lord with gladness;
Come before Him with joyful songs.
Know that the Lord is God.

It is He who made us, and we are His;




We are His people.
Let us enter His presence with thanksgiving.

Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer

We gather today by the water’s edge, grateful for the beauty of
creation and the gift of this day. Bless the hands that cast the
lines, the hearts that share fellowship, and the waters that
sustain life. May this time be filled with joy, safety, and respect
for the creatures and environment entrusted to our care. Guide
us to fish with patience, celebrate with gratitude, and cherish
the bonds we build here. Let today remind that, like the waters,
life is abundant when shared with kindness and harmony; and
as God taught us to pray together Our Father, who art in
heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Children’s Time “/ Will Make You Fishers of Men”

Children’s Prayer

Dear God, like the fishermen in the Bible story, | want to follow
Jesus’ teachings by being a good example of someone who
shows love and kindness in my daily life — at home, at school,
and at play. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Good News
We celebrate you, in all that you do,
We love you; God bless you. We celebrate you.

Passing of the Peace

(Children may go to Sunday School.)

Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, We come before You with humble hearts,
acknowledging that we have fallen short of Your ways. We
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have spoken when we should have listened, acted when we
should have waited, and turned away when we should have
drawn near. Forgive us for the pride that blinds, the fear that
holds us back, and the selfishness that keeps us from loving as
You love. Teach us to walk in Your truth, to seek what is good
and to live each day as a reflection of Your grace. In Jesus’
name. Amen.

...moment of silence

Words of Assurance

God does not leave His people without comforting promises.
This assures us that God provides us with words of pardon and
comfort.

Ladies’ Quartet by lla, Andrea, Mara and Sara
“The Lamb” words by William Blake, music by John Younger

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

Prayer of lllumination

Lord of Life, let Your word flow into our hearts like the river from
Your temple; bringing healing, renewal, and abundance
wherever it goes. Open our eyes to see, our ears to hear, and
our spirits to receive the life You pour out through Scripture
today.

Scripture Readings

Ezekiel 47: 9,10 (in NKJV) Reader: Melva O’Connor-Rafuse
Psalm 103 (VU pg. 825)

Luke 5: 2-11 (in NKJV)

The Gloria Patri — Music by Alan Coffin

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,

and to the Holy Spirit as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be. World without end. Amen.

Senior Choir Anthem “Where He Leads Me”
(I Can Hear My Saviour Calling - Rev. Earnest William Blandly)

Sermon “Fishing in Deeper Waters”



WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

Hymn VU #563 vv. 1,2,4
“Jesus, You Have Come to the Lakeshore”

Minute for Mission Reader: Melissa Mullen

Invitation to Offering

Our offering today, and every day, is an act of love. We give
from what we have and as we are able; but always, we give
in hope and faith and love.

Offering Dedication VU #541

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye heav'nly host,

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Offering Prayer

We give thanks for all the blessings that have come our way.
We give thanks for blessings poured out and for the love that
we have received. May these, our gifts, be a blessing for many
and a love offering for all. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer & Responsive Reading

Leader: You call us to love those whom You would love,

All: ...and give us the words to say.

Leader: You call us to bring wholeness to lives that are
broken,

All: ...and give us the words to say.

Leader: You call us to bring comfort to those who are grieving,
All: ...and give us the words to say.

Leader: You call us to bring good news to those who are
seeking,

All: ...and give us the words to say.

Leader: May we sing in harmony with the Song of God where-
ever we go and to all we will meet.

Life & Work of the Church
Closing Hymn VU #657 “He Leadeth Me” vv. 1, 4
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Commissioning

Send us out from here, to answer the call, to live and work in
the world as your faithful disciples. In the name of Jesus Christ,
our Saviour and Lord. Amen.

Benediction

Therefore, my beloved brothers and sisters, be steadfast,
immoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that, in the Lord, your labour is not in vain.

Closing Blessing VU #625 ‘I Feel thee Winds of God’ v. 2
It is the wind of God that dries my vain regretful tears,
Until with braver thoughts shall rise the purer,

brighter years;
If cast on shores of selfish ease or pleasure | should be,
O let me feel Your freshening breeze,

and I'll put back to sea.

Postlude “Postlude in F Major” J. L. Battmann

We extend a warm welcome to guests visiting with us today. Please
join us for coffee after church.

LIFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH

Office Hours are Mon. through Thurs. 9 a.m. to noon.

Clergy Visiting - Please let the office know if anyone in hospital,
long-term care or at home requires a visit. If you are requiring
Pastoral Care, please call Rev. Timothy at the office or 905-269-
7381 or minister_hillcrest@outlook.com

Puzzle Exchange — check out the beautiful puzzles on our Puzzle
Shelves by the offices. Please feel free to take one, leave one
and/or borrow one.

Lost & Found — the box is overflowing — please take a look to see if
you have left something behind — it is probably there. It is located at
the front of the church, pulpit side.

Today - Session Elections are being held this Sunday and next
Sunday. Election ballots are available at each door entry and the
choir room. Church members, please take a moment to cast your
ballots for your upcoming Session members who will serve a three-
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year term. Session is responsible for activities that happen in the
Sanctuary and staying in touch with our church family.

THANK-YOU/GOOD NEWS

~thank you to Garth for leading us in worship today while Rev.
Timothy is on Study Leave
~thank you to Milton for sharing his musical gifts with us this morning
~thank you to Tracy for the extra work involved in her job of keeping
our walkways, stairs, and entryways clean of snow and ice during
this busy snow season

THIS WEEK AT HILLCREST

Wednesday

11 Manor Service — please join Rev. Timothy for the service at the
Manor and have a visit with folks as well.

2-4 pm Bridge group — New and experienced players welcome. For
more information call Sandra at 388-8844.

7 pm Senior Choir invites you to join this great group. Call Anne 838-
2681 or just come along.

Thursday

9:30 am Men's Meditation Group meets in the Shaffelburg Room for a
time of contemplative conversation. All welcome.

Friday

10 am Knitting/Craft Group — all welcome with your knitting, crocheting,
sewing or other crafts or just come along for some friendship, coffee and
conversation.

Sunday

10 am Youth Choir Practice — new youth are most welcome to join.
Contact Anne 838-2681 or just join us.

MPC - Annual Meeting will be held immediately following church. Bring
your lunch and stay for the meeting.

UPCOMING

Congreqgational Care meeting will be held on Wed. Feb. 4 at 9:30

am.

Hillcrest Annual Meeting will be held on Feb. 8 immediately

following church. Bring your lunch to eat during the meeting.

Palestine Land Exercise (PLE) Trinity UC invites you to a workshop
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on Feb. 7 from 1-3pm. ‘It didn’t start on October 7, 2023. The PLE is
an interactive presentation that walks participants through key
historical events in the region since the late 19" century.

CNIB Activities — if anyone is interested in programs, support,
special events, etc. that the CNIB offers — contact Rick Beck at 902-
969-7573.

Minute for Mission - Where Neighbours Meet

In Halifax, NS, Brunswick Street Mission is a steady presence for
people who need support, connection, and dignity. Every day,
neighbours come through its doors to find a place where they are seen
and valued.

Every weekday morning, the Mission serves a hot breakfast. For
many, it's the most reliable meal they will have that day. Staff serve
eggs, protein, toast, fruit, juice, and coffee, and they do so with care
and connection. Some enjoy breakfast in the dining area, while others
take their meal to go. Either way, the meal offers nourishment, but also
a sense of stability and welcome.

The Mission’s café offers a warm, safe space to land. People gather
around puzzles, books, and quiet rest areas, sharing moments of calm
that are often hard to find elsewhere.

The food bank continues the spirit of dignity and choice. Community
members shop with a grocery cart, selecting items that fit their cultural
traditions, dietary needs, and personal preferences. Gluten-free,
vegetarian, and other specialized options are available whenever
possible.

Staff walk alongside people navigating difficult systems—from housing
and health care to replacing lost documents—always recognizing that
the people they serve are the experts of their own lives. They listen,
they support, and they create pathways where obstacles once felt
insurmountable.

Support from Mission and Service helps Brunswick Street Mission
keep doors open, meals hot, and spaces safe. Together, we walk
alongside the Mission and its community, ensuring that it remains a
place where people can rest, connect, and find small but meaningful
ways to thrive.
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