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Sunday February 1, 2026  

** Congregation read the Bold print  

Green liturgical season is ‘Ordinary Time’, symbolising hope, 

life and growth. 

We Gather as God’s PeoPle 

Prelude “Sweet Hour of Prayer” arr. Rogers to Tune: Bradbury 

“It Is Well With My Soul” Philip P.  Bliss arr. Cindy Berry 
“Ave Verum” W. A. Mozart arr. Thomas Chesterton  

Introit VU  # 289 verse 1 

It only takes a spark to get a fire going, 
And soon all those around  

Can warm up in its glowing; 

That’s how it is with God’s love, 

Once you’ve experienced it: 

You spread God’s love to everyone, 

You want to pass it on. 

Welcome & Acknowledgement 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 

 Candlelighter: Rhonda Jackson     

Opening Hymn VU # 223  “Eternal, Unchanging, We Sing” 

Call to Worship   

Who shall abide on God's holy hill? Whose is the kingdom of 
heaven? 
High on the mountain, Jesus sits and teaches. 
See them coming to him: the poor, the sad, the meek, the 
hungry, 
the merciful, the peacemakers, the pure, the persecuted. 
Let us climb up the mountain with the world's last and least; 
Let us discover again the strange blessings of God!  

Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

O Lord, you are an amazing God! You choose the foolish 

things of this world to confound the wise; you humble the  



proud and bless the weak; you place the downtrodden at the 

centre of your kingdom. Receive us into your strange welcome 

today. Give us grace to know you, not only in worship, but also 

in the hungry, the naked, the captives and strangers. For once 

we were strangers, yet you have called us your children, 

through Jesus our Saviour, who taught us to pray: Our 

Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

Children’s Hymn VU # 600 “When I Needed a Neighbour” 

Children’s Time 

Children’s Prayer  

Good News       
 We celebrate you, in all that you do,   
 We love you; God bless you. We celebrate you.  

Passing of the Peace 

(Children may go to Sunday School.) 

Prayer of Confession 
…moment of silence 

Words of Assurance 

We listen for God’s Word 

Prayer of Illumination  

O God, your Word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our 

path. Give us grace to receive your truth with courage and 

faith. Amen. 



Scripture Readings   Reader: John LeLacheur 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
Psalm 15 (VU # 736) 

Matthew 5:1-12 

The Gloria Patri – Music by Alan Coffin 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  

and to the Holy Spirit as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and ever shall be. World without end. Amen. 

Senior Choir Anthem “O Lord, Have Mercy” by Hal Hopson 

Sermon  

We resPond to God’s Word 

Hymn VU # 68 “All Poor Ones and Humble” 

Minute for Mission  Reader: Elizabeth LeLacheur 

Invitation to Offering  

Offering Dedication  (based on VU #112) 

O God of all the living,  

both banished and restored. 

Compassionate, forgiving,  

our peace and hope assured. 

Lord, grant that these our offerings  

and all the gifts we share 

May spread your caring kindness  

to people everywhere. 

Offering Prayer 

Pastoral Prayer  

Life & Work of the Church    

Closing Hymn VU # 560      

 “O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 

Benediction  

Closing Blessing VU # 289 verse 3 



I wish for you, my friend, 

This happiness that I’ve found   

On God you can depend, 

It matters not where you’re bound, 

I’ll shout it from the mountain top, 

I want my world to know; 

The Lord of love has come to me, 

I want to pass it on. 

Postlude “Postlude in F Major” by J. L. Battmann 
------------------------------------------- 

We extend a warm welcome to guests visiting with us today. 
Please join us for coffee after church. 

Life and Work of the Church 

Office Hours are Mon. through Thurs. 8:30 a.m. to noon.  

Clergy Visiting - Please let the office know if anyone in hospital, 

long-term care or at home requires a visit. If you are requiring 

Pastoral Care, please call Timothy at the office or 905-269-7381 

or minister_hillcrest@outlook.com 

Puzzle Exchange – check out the beautiful puzzles on our Puzzle 

Shelves by the offices. Please feel free to take one, leave one 

and/or borrow one. 

Lost & Found – the box is overflowing – please take a look to see if 

you have left something behind – it is probably there. It is located at 

the back door. 

THANK-YOU/Good news 

-thank you to everyone involved in getting Annual Reports in for 

today’s meeting; to all who are able to stay for a short period of time 

after church for the Annual Meeting; all the positions are filled, so 

just a time to hear all the wonderful things that have happened at 

Sturgeon United Church and Hillcrest United Church in 2025 

This week at hillcrest 



Today – is the final day for Session Elections. Election ballots are 

available at each door entry and the choir room. Church members, 

please take a moment to cast your ballots for your upcoming Session 

members who will serve a three-year term. Session is responsible for 

activities that happen in the Sanctuary and staying in touch with our 

church family. 

12:15 – MPC Annual meeting will be held in the Sanctuary following 

worship this morning. 

Wednesday 
9:30 am – Congregational Care will meet 

2-4 pm Bridge group – New and experienced players welcome. For 

more information call Sandra at 388-8844 
7 pm Senior Choir invites you to join this great group. Call Anne 838-

2681 or just come along. 
Thursday  
Men's Meditation Group meets in the Shaffelburg Room at 9:30 for a 

time of contemplative conversation. All welcome. 

Friday 
Knitting/Craft Group – all welcome with your knitting, crocheting, 

sewing or other crafts at 10:00 or just come along for some friendship, 

coffee and conversation. 
Sunday 
Youth Choir Practice – at 10:00. New youth are most welcome to join. 

Contact Anne 838-2681 or just join us. 

Hillcrest Annual Meeting will take place following the worship service. 

Please bring a lunch and stay for this meeting. 

Other 

Second Annual February Tea - The Hillcrest UCW is planning our 

second annual February Tea on Saturday, February 21st. Enjoy 

some royal treatment and live background music as you sip 

specialty teas with friends and sample dainty sandwiches and 

sweets. Cost is $12. Reserve for the 2 pm or 3pm sitting by calling 

the Hillcrest office (838-2698) or Elizabeth (838-2203) 

Covenanting Service will be held for Rev. Timothy on Sunday 

February 22 at 2 pm. Rev. Melaney Matheson will be our guest 

speaker for this service. Please plan to attend.  


